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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  February 2019 

School time is valuable time for your children.  The school day begins at 
9:10 and ends at 3:40 at Waddell School.  Every minute of each day is im-
portant.  We are concerned because of an increase in the number of times 
that some students are removed from school before the day is over.  The 
vast majority of our students have outstanding attendance records and 
spend every minute of each day in class.  We certainly understand that occa-
sionally a doctor or dentist appointment cannot be made at another time, 
but some students are being removed early on a regular basis, sometimes as 
often as two or three times per week.   

 

     The last 15 to 20 minutes of each day are extremely important.  Often the 
teacher will review the day’s learning activities, review homework assign-
ments and give important reminders.  No student can afford to miss this on 
a regular basis.  Just as we expect that each student will arrive at school on 
time in the morning, we expect that they will stay until 3:40 in the after-
noon.  

 

     If you plan to remove your child early for a doctor ap-
pointment or some other important event that can’t be sched-
uled at another time, we ask that you send a note in the 
morning to your child’s teacher indicating this, or call the of-
fice before 3:10.  Thank you.  

 

So far this winter we have missed two days of school due to the weather.  
And there have certainly been plenty of frigid days.  Many parents have 
asked about indoor activities for their children on these days because the 
weather is too nasty to play outside.  The solution is- - - - - have them read!  
It’s the perfect opportunity to enjoy a good story.  You may even want to 
read with them and share the fun!  

 

At this point in time, the last day of school is scheduled for Wednesday, 
June 17. 

 

Stuart Wolf                                    Aisha Florez 

Principal                                        Asst. Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-8067 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 

KF Field Trip to 

the Wadsworth- 

O’Coin & 

Bourbeau 

6 

KF Field Trip to 

the Wadsworth- 

Clare & 

Wlochowski 

7 

KF Field Trip to 

the Wadsworth- 

Brodeur & 

Alexandrin 

8 

9 10 11 

PTA Meeting 

6:30pm 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 

NO 

SCHOOL 

18 

NO 

SCHOOL 

19 20 

Science 

Fair 

21 22 

4th Grade 

Field Uconn 

Bball Trip  

23 24 

Science Fair 

Snow Date 

25 26 

Early Dis-

missal @ 

12:40pm 

27 28 29 

February 2020 
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

 

Students are using the letter-sound relationships to read and write words. They are 
working on segmenting words into sounds/chunks to sound-spell words.  Students are also 
using the skill of blending individual sounds to read unfamiliar words. Students are learning 
how to read and write some of the 44 high-frequency sight words.  By the end of the year, 
the goal is for every kindergartener to be able to read each of the 44 sight words without 
hesitation.  As you read a story to your child, ask them to find the sight words that have been 
introduced.  

The kindergarten students are continuing to have fun reading fiction and non-fiction 
texts during Reader’s Workshop, shared reading, read alouds and guided reading.  During 
those reading opportunities the students are learning to apply many reading powers 
(strategies), such as sounding words out, looking at the picture, 
and looking for repetitive language.  The students are also learning 
before, during and after comprehension skills, such as making pre-
dictions, retelling events, making connections, and determining 
the main idea. 
 

Please help us reinforce these comprehension strategies at 
home, both when you read to your child and when he/she reads 
aloud. Ask them who the characters are, where the setting is, and 
what the problem and solution were.  Check out more stories at your public library! 

Can your child write a simple sentence using sight words and sound spelling?  Example:  
I can see a hrs on the frm. (I can see a horse on the farm.)  Give your child a topic to write 
about such as his/ her favorite toy, a pet, or his/her favorite food.  Make sure he or she uses a 
capital at the beginning of the sentence, spaces between words, and punctuation at the end!  
Students have entered the new unit “How To” writing where they will be writing to teach 
others.  This is a fun unit! 
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Kindergarten Cont: 
Math 

                          

Students are learning how to add by combining two groups/ sets (numbers) to get 
a total/sum. Students have been taught that when the number zero is added to any other 
number, the sum is equal to the other number (“the total quantity is the same and 
doesn’t change”). Students have also learned that when the number 1 is added to any 
other number the total is one more than the number that 1 was added to. We will contin-
ue to practice addition throughout the school year. By the end of the year, your child 
should be able to add within five fluently (there are 21 addition facts) and be able to add 
within 10 with manipulatives and/ or by using the “counting on” strategy.   

Students are also learning about subtraction. They have been taught that subtrac-
tion is either taking away or breaking apart a number.  They have also learned subtrac-
tion rules such as taking away one (-1), taking away zero (-0), and taking away the num-
ber you started with.  By the end of the year, students will be expected to be fluent with 
subtraction facts within five and be able to subtract within 10 using manipulatives and/or 
using other strategies. 

Please have your child practice adding and subtracting at home:  You can have 
them count out five red fruit loops (cereal) and 3 blue fruit loops.  How many fruit loops 
do you have all together?  Now, take 4 fruit loops away.  How many are left?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

- Please empty your child’s backpack and/or Home-School Folder daily. 

- Please send in take home book bags when they are due so we can switch out the 
books and get them ready to be sent back home. 

- If your child is sent home with clothes, please send in a new outfit the next day. (Please 
keep in mind that we are in the cold winter season) 

Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces, put on gloves and to put on 
and zip his/her winter jacket. 

 

* ’Tis the season for stuffy and runny noses- Boxes of Tissues are always a welcome do-
nation, but NOT mandatory. Thank you!! 
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First Grade:  

In Reader's Workshop, we are continuing to work on using more than one strategy to figure 
out the hard parts of words. We try something and then try something else to get the job 
done. Most of all, we don’t give up! 

 

In Writer’s Workshop, we are working hard and learning how to write opinion pieces, as a 
way to convince readers of our point of view with three supporting reasons.  We started this 
unit with judging a collection of our own. Some examples of student collections were toy 
cars, stuffed animals, coins and rock collections. 

 

In Math Workshop, we continue to work on different strategies to solve addition and subtrac-
tion word problems. This includes solving the missing addends, true/false equations, and un-
derstanding the equal sign in an equation. Discussions will take place regarding place value 
and understanding how to make ten, and use this as a strategy to solve equations quickly. We 
will also continue to work on fact fluency - adding and subtracting numbers 0-10 February 
certainly got here quickly! With the fluctuations in weather it’s hard to know what season we 
are in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In “Social Thinking”, students are learning about reactions to problems depending on the 
“Size of the Problem”. Reactions to problems should match the size of the problem. We will 
talk about small problems that are easily fixed.  Medium problems take longer and might 
need some adult guidance. A large problem can be really hard to fix and it can take a very 
long time to fix them. Sometimes, adults may even need other adults to help fix it up.  

 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next month for parent conferences. Stay warm. 
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Second Grade:  
 

In the month of January, all second graders were assessed to determine their current reading level.  Aca-

demic Snapshots will be sent home to share the information with families. 

 

In Reading Workshop, students have been practicing reading with fluency.   

They are practicing sounding like characters in the books they read, and 

matching their voices to the meaning of the text.  Students are learning about 

figurative language (simile, metaphor, and idioms) and how authors help us 

make pictures in our mind, thinking about what the author wants us to un-

derstand.   

 

Our current writing unit is called Writing About Reading.  Students are learning how to form opinions about 

the books they read. They are sharing opinions about favorite characters and 

parts of a story, and giving reasons to support their thinking using examples from 

the text.  Students are asked to write letters during this unit to persuade others to 

love the stories that they do.         

 

In math, students are continuing to learn strategies to solve addition and subtrac-

tion equations within 100.  Our focus continues to be on helping students understand place value of 2-digit 

numbers in order to add two, three, and four 2-digit numbers.  We have worked on the partial-sums method 

as a strategy to add these numbers together.  Students are being introduced to the standard   

                                      algorithms for addition and subtraction with regrouping.   

 

In Social Thinking we have been learning about problem solving and con-

flict resolution.  Students have identified situations that have made them 

sad, scared, and angry, and discussed plans that would help them to feel 

happy again.  We’ve used visualization as a strategy to help stay calm 

when problems arise.  Students continue to learn how to identify how 

they are feeling, what they are thinking, and ways to help solve their 

problems using the following problem solving wheel.   
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Third Grade: 

Writing 

Nonfiction  

In Writing, students have just finished sharing their expertise in topics they know a lot about! The 

goal is to develop the student’s teaching voice, using research to support our ideas. We have also learned 

techniques to strengthen our introductions, transitions, and conclusions! We have been teaching students 

to keep in mind that this writing is for an audience, so the writing must engage the audience.  

Persuasive 

 The upcoming unit will ask students to take a stance on an issue they care about. After that, they will 

learn to formulate and defend an argument, supported with facts and strong opinions. They will be learning 

to convince an audience to think or behave differently, so don’t be surprised if your third grader comes 

home with some well thought out reasons why they should be allowed to enjoy a later bedtime or some in-

dulgent snacks at home! 

Reading 

Character Studies 

In reading, we are learning the structure that all stories follow. We are spotlighting how the study of 

character brings readers on a journey similar to the one that characters go on in books. After getting to 

know the main character in the beginning of the story, readers are invited to begin making judgements 

based on a character’s thoughts, words, and actions. In turn, this helps the reader orient themselves in the 

story and even predict what will happen next. 

Your third grade scholar will also learn the shape of a story and follow the main character along the 

story mountain.This will illustrate that most stories follow a template where the characters are introduced 

and placed within the setting before the problem is introduced. Next, the scholar learns how the problem 

causes a rise in action, tension, or even suspense! Finally, the peak of the story’s mountain is where the big 

problem gets resolved and characters change. Here is where we learn about humanity and get to know our 

character’s below the surface motivations, hopes, and beliefs. Be sure to help us bring these concepts alive 

by talking about the structure of the story while reading, writing, or even watching movies! 

Math 

Fluently Adding and Subtracting 

 In mathematics, we have been learning lots of strategies and different ways of thinking about adding 

and subtracting three digit numbers. The point of this unit is for students to develop their number sense and 

have a toolbox of strategies to choose from when faced with a problem. Then they are expected to choose 

the strategy from that toolbox that best fits a particular problem and will help solve it most efficiently.  

 We will also be using rounding and estimation to help us gauge if our calculated answer makes sense 

or not. Students will be responsible for being able to round any number to the nearest ten or the nearest 

hundred.  
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Fourth Grade: 
Fourth grade students came back in January refreshed and ready to take on 

2020!   

 

In Math we have continued to work on division strategies and moved into multi-

step problem solving. Both of these concepts are very difficult for fourth graders and 

require them to have great knowledge of their basic facts. Please continue to have 

your children practice their basic facts at home!  

 

In Reading, we dove deeper into our nonfiction topics and wrapped up our unit 

with the end of unit test. Students were asked to summarize and synthesize two non-

fiction articles. Reading nonfiction can be challenging, but our fourth graders have 

been tackling these challenges and using strategies to make meaning of a variety of 

texts. Although this unit’s focus was nonfiction, students were encouraged to read gen-

res of their choice during independent reading.  Please have students read at home 

every night!   

 

In Writing, we wrapped up our opinion/persuasive essay unit. Students were 

asked to create arguments using evidence from their lives and background knowledge 

to support a claim.  Ask them what they wrote about and what their reasons/details 

were to back it up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

* Please get parent chaperone forms in ASAP so that you are approved to have 

some fun with us! You can request a packet from your child’s classroom teacher if you 

would like to help out on our field trips/picnics.  

 

UCONN women’s basketball game 2/22/20 

Parent Conferences 3/11/19 to 3/13/20 

Wadsworth 4/30/20 

End of year picnic TBA 
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    Music Notes! 

 
 

All Waddell students began the month by reflecting on their winter 
songshare.  Some of their thoughts and pictures are hanging in the hallway out-
side the music classrooms! 
 

Grade 4  

This month we started focusing on our rhythmic and melodic patterns again. Stu-
dents will be testing their decoding skills for rhythmic patterns Set 3A. Here 
are a few examples rhythmic patterns:  

 

 

4th grade chorus  

Chorus started up again and students have begun preparing for their May perfor-
mance!  

 

Fourth grade students had the opportunity to audition for the Annual Manches-
ter 4th Grade Town-Wide Honors Chorus! Those selected will represent 
Waddell at a special concert March 26th, held at Manchester High School in Bai-
ley Auditorium.  
 
Grade 3  

Grade three students began more in-depth work with their rhythmic pat-
terns.  They have been echoing, creating, decoding, and reading note patterns. 
They have also been practicing a variety of poems, songs, and rounds.   

Ex. Sing Me Another; Oh, My Fish in the Sky 

Ask your child to sing or recite one of the above examples. 
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    Music Notes! 

 
 

Grade 2  

Grade 2 students also began focusing on rhythmic patterns.  

They have been echoing, creating, decoding and reading patterns.   

 

Mrs. Bundy’s students have been learning about a composition called  

“The Carnival of the Animals”.  They just finished “The Cuckoo Bird”.  They were 
explorers in the forest searching for the Cuckoo Bird and they got to play the 
xylophone or glockenspiel to accompany a song about a cuckoo clock. 
 

Mrs. Dickinson’s students have been learning to sing in a 3-part round and also 
singing louder and softer for the game “Closet Key”. They have also been learning 
new group folk dances!  

 
 

Grade 1  

Grade one students are keeping the beat, performing partner activities, explor-
ing high and low voices, and learning new rhymes and songs. They are also singing 
echo songs and call and response songs (where instead of echoing the teacher, 
they respond after the teacher with different words.) They have been getting 
better at this type of singing and will be learning more of these songs.   

Ask them about John The Rabbit. 
 
 

Kindergarten  

Kindergarten students have continued practicing keeping the beat to a variety of 
music. 
They have been singing songs, and listening to song tales and books.  They have 
enjoyed moving to music in many different ways.   

Mrs. Bundy’s students were in a sleigh and were ice skaters on a pond moving to 
Mozart’s Sleigh Ride. 

Mrs. Dickinson’s students have been using colorful rhythm scarves to move to 
music.  

TOOLS of the TRADE:  

 

Here are some of the tools used in music class. Each student should recognize at 
least one tool.  

 

Ask your children: what are these tools? What are they used 
for?  
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January Physical Education News 
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Art News 

 

We want to give a BIG shout out to  Stephanie 
Zalewa for winning the District Fire Prevention 
Poster Contest for the Fourth  grade division!! 

Congratulations Stephanie and good luck! 

 

Kindergarten:  Students in Mr. Davies’ and Mrs. Nelson’s Kinder-
garten class used collage and printmaking tech-
niques to create a winter scene. 

 

1st Grade: Students in Mr. Davies 1st grade 
class are completing their wreath  project de-
signs. In addition, their previous owl project is 
up on display.  
Students in Mrs. Nelson’s 1st grade have been 
studying the color wheel.  They used modeling 
clay to discover how to mix primary colors to 
make secondary and where to place them on 

the color wheel. Shethen read 
the story Mouse Paint and we 
jumped into mixing colors 
just like the mice in the story! 
Students are really enjoying 
this unit!  
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Art News 

 

2nd Grade:  With the tragic news of the wildfires sweeping Australia, 
students in Mr. Davies’ 2nd grade class are looking at how artists are con-
tributing to help the animals who have suffered from this tragedy by sew-
ing and crafting mittens and pouches. Students will be incorporating sew-
ing and weaving skills just like those artists to create these Koala mittens. 

 
Mrs. Nelson’s second grade classes 
are studying what a shape is, the dif-
ferent types of shapes (geometric and 
organic) as well as reviewing the pri-
mary and secondary colors.   

 
 

3rd Grade: 
Students are 
completing their 
winter land-
scape  

utilizing collage 
and scale to cre-
ate a landscape complete with foreground, middle ground, and back-
ground. 

4th grade: All fourth grade classes are 
continuing their use of radial symmetry to 
create a paper relief sculpture that uses Ori-
gami.  

 
 
If you have any questions or 
comments  feel free to reach us 
at ddavies@mpspride.org or  
lnelson@mpspride.org  

mailto:ddavies@mpspride.org
mailto:lnelson@mpspride.org
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STEM News 

Science Fair 

The Waddell Science Fair is scheduled for Thursday, February 20th. Partici-

pating students have received initial planning packets and should have re-

turned these for approval. Remember that project topics must be approved by the 

STEM Specialists. Work should be documented in an invention log, laboratory 

report (fair test/experiment) or research report (model- only for kindergar-

ten and first grade students). Please contact your STEM Specialist if your child needs additional help or if you 

would like advice on how to coach them. When they have finished their project, contact your STEM specialist 

to get a trifold poster for their display.  

 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners applied what they learned about force and motion. Students were given a scenario of a vil-

lage at the base of a mountain that needed to be saved from a giant snowball. First, students thought about 

how a snowball rolling down a hill might affect houses at the bottom. They thought about the force that it 

would put on the houses. Next, students made a plan on how to save the town and drew a diagram of their 

plan. Finally, the entire class worked together to use blocks to build a structure to protect the town and the 

class tested it out. Ask your child: How did they save the town from the snowball? 

 

1st Grade  

First graders have been learning about sound. They have learned that sound is made from vibrations and 

that vibrations make sounds. Students explored different types of instruments and had a chance to use them 

to see how they worked. Then they made a plan for their own instrument. Afterwards they used various ma-

terials to build their instrument. They tried out their instrument to see if there was anything they needed to 

change to make it better. Ask your child: What kind of instrument did they build? 
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STEM News 

2nd Grade  

Second graders have worked through the engineering process with our boat building project. Students test-

ed properties of materials, made a plan for a model boat, and then built it. Each team tested their boat to 

see how great a load it could carry, collecting data and then analyzing it. They used this information to evalu-

ate their material choices and to improve their boat design for a second trial. Ask your child: What changes 

did you make to your boat and why? 

 

 

 

 

3rd Grade 

Third grade scientists continued their unit on ecosystems. This unit was prefaced with a hike at the Glaston-

bury Audubon Society where students visited different habitats and wrote about what kinds of things they 

observed there. Students learned about food webs and made their own based off of different ecosystems. 

They learned that everything within the ecosystem (living or nonliving all rely on each other) Ask your child: 

What ecosystem did they build a food web for? 

 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists are currently learning about force and energy. Students observed a car collision to 

begin their thinking on how energy is transferred. Last year students discussed how forces create move-

ment. This year, we will be building on that learning and students will observe how energy can be trans-

ferred from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents. Ask your student: What is one example 

of how energy is transferred? 
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Waddell Library Media Center 

Ms. Torres, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Staves 

February Book Recommendations 
 
 Kindergarten: Pete the Cat, Valentine’s Day is Cool by Kimberly and James Dean 

 
 1st grade: There was an Old Lady who Swallowed a Rose! By Lucille Colandro  

 
 2nd grade: No Valentines for Katie by Fran Manushkin 

 
 3rd grade: A Jigsaw Jones Mystery, The Case of the Secret Valentine 

 

Visit our library web page! Click the link and choose Waddell.  
https://destiny.mpspride.org/ 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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